MISSION REPORT TEMPLATE
NAME : Anita James
DESIGNATION :  Biodiversity Coordinator, Biodiversity Unit, Ministry of Sustainable Development, Energy, Science and Technology
MISSION : First ABS Initiative Workshop for the Caribbean, September 3rd and 4th 2012, Port of Spain, Trinidad
OBJECTIVES :  
The 1st Caribbean Workshop under the ABS Initiative of the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries was designed to gather participants 

from governments, indigenous peoples, academia, NGOs, and industry to discuss access and benefit issues for the Caribbean, in light of the recent adoption of the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing at COP 10 in 2010, to help parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity implement the third objective of the CBD which is the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources.
SPONSORS : The EU Commission, GIZ, Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Danish Ministry of the Environment, BMZ, La Francophonie
COORDINATORS/FACILITATORS: Suhel Al-Janabi, Hartmut Meyer of the ABS Capacity Development Initiative
PARTICIPANTS :
 National delegates of the 16 Caribbean ACP Member States as well as selected regional and national representatives of indigenous peoples, academia, NGOs and industry; resource persons of the Secretariat of the CBD, the CARICOM and the ABS Initiative.
RESOURCE PERSONNEL :  
Andrea Saad of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Hartmut Meyer of the GIZ,  Suhel Al-Janabi of the ACP ABS Capacity Development Initiative and Anya Thomas of the CARICOM Secretariat
PROGRAMME : As shown in report attached.
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Saint Lucia has been selected to the Interim Committee of the regional ABS Initiative and should continue to be represented on the Interim Committee of the ABS Initiative for the region, that will meet to plan the second ABS Initiative workshop for the Caribbean region, when the regional steering committee will be appointed. This workshop is proposed to be held in the second half of 2013.

 Saint Lucia should also give serious thought to working with the ABS Initiative to help establish Access and Benefit Sharing Systems (ABS) in the country as this development can present the country with a golden opportunity to chart a course for further national socio-economic development.
ACTIONS REQUIRED: 
Our biological resources hold untold and untapped potential for the island. Consequently, a vigorous public awareness campaign should be developed and implemented on access to genetic resources and the benefits to be derived from their use, to reach various target groups with the message, especially how use of these resources can redound to sustainable livelihoods and enhanced socio-economic development nationally. The ABS initiative can be used to help educate our parliamentarians, policy makers and ministers on the benefits to be derived by the country and its people from participating actively in the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing.
Saint Lucia should work with the initiative to galvanise the constituency councils to help communities appreciate their biological resources and especially traditional knowledge associated with them.  In that regard issues of access to their genetic resources should be made clear to these communities so that they can maximise the benefits to be obtained from the use of these resources. Biocultural community protocols could be developed in this regard with the help of the ABS Initiative. 
The country should also work with the ABS Initiative in finalising its Draft Sustainable Use Bill to ensure that provisions for ABS contained therein are in keeping with that of the Nagoya Protocol on ABS. The island should also use the help of the ABS Initiative to ratify the Nagoya Protocol especially when it comes to technical assistance and stakeholder consultations.
The country should work with the ABS Initiative in seeking investment opportunities for the country related to its biological resources, that take ABS issues into account especially with regard to ABS Business dialogues.  In that regard Invest Saint Lucia should be a main collaborator.

The inventories studies carried out by the ABS initiative on the utilisation of genetic resources and patents developed from their use should be very instructive to the island. The country should work with the ABS Initiative in making use of relevant information for the benefit of the country.

The country should seek the assistance of The ABS Initiative in supporting stocktaking activities as far as ABS is concerned in the country. It should also seek support from the initiative to develop case studies on bioprospecting activities, existing value chains, building of new value chains with the aim to make them ABS-compatible, taking into account experiences from fair trade chains.
DOCUMENTS :
See attached report of the workshop and pertinent presentations on the website as indicated.
