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REPORT ON ECOLOGICAL SURVEY FOR HERB PRODUCTION IN ST.LUCIA
 1.0 Summary
 A total of fifty eight farmers were identified at the end of the ecological study cultivating one or more of the fifteen types of herbs. The targeted herbs for cultivation under the project were most commonly grown and production was focused in the south of the island. Land ownership varied with less than fifty percent (50%) of the grower identified actually owning the property under cultivation. 

With the exception of ginger which can be sold both on the local and region\international market, herbs have been traditionally grown on a small-scale for domestic use. However with the prospect of new markets, an average of twenty-nine acres of land was allocated for future herb production.
 2.0 Introduction
An Ecological and Production survey to identify the types of herbs cultivated locally and the status of production was undertaken by Agrico Ltd. in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF). The survey commenced in January 2004, with primary focus in the south of the island, as this part of the island was viewed as the focal point for production, given the location of the processing facilities. 
The information gathered from the survey has been utilized in the selection of producers for participation in the project.  The survey came to close in March 2005, and the findings are provided in the following sections.
 3.0 Methodology
Producers with plots of land on which herbs were cultivated were first identified by the extension staff of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (MAFF). Preliminary assessments of these holdings\plots were then undertaken using a predefined form (Appendix I) developed by Agrico Ltd. to determine the farm location, types of herbs cultivated, and the extent of cultivation.  
 4.0 Limitations of Survey
· It was assumed that the holdings identified by the MAFF accounted for more than ninety (> 90%) percent of herb cultivation on the island.  
· The Preliminary Assessment Form included a field for indicating producer interest in herb production hence there was ambiguity in field results between levels of actual or existing production and interest in cultivating herbs. 
 5.0 Results 
A total of fifty eight (58) producers (Appendix II) were assessed over the duration of this exercise and these producers were found to be cultivating one or more herbs, albeit on a small-scale in most cases. 
5. 1 Types of Herbs
Table 1 provides a list of the herbs found under cultivation and the number of producers cultivating these herbs. The description and use of the identified herbs are provided in Appendix III. The herbs most frequently grown were Ginger, Basil, Lemon Grass, Peppermint, Bay Leaf, all of which are herbs to be targeted under the project.

Table 1: Herbs Cultivated by Local Producers

	Herb
	No. of Producers

	Common name
	Scientific Name
	

	Ginger 
	Zingiber officinalis
	17

	Basil *
	Ocimum basilicum
	23

	Serasee*
	Momordica charantia
	5

	Lemon Grass*
	Cymbopogon citratus
	26

	Peppermint*
	Mentha piperita
	18

	Detaye Payee
	Capraria biflora
	1

	Cinnamon
	Cinnamomun verum
	1

	Bay Leaf*
	Pimenta racemosa
	24

	Patuli
	Pogostemon  patchouly
	1

	Tumeric
	Curcuma longa
	1

	Aloe Vera
	Aloe vera
	3

	Dill
	Anethum  graveolens
	4

	Majorim
	
	1

	Citronella
	Cymbopogon citratus
	3


*Targeted herbs
5.2 Scale of Production
The data in Table 2 shows that the majority of herb production is undertaken within the immediate vicinity of producer dwellings (Back Yard farming) or found in the wild. Small to medium scale farming is largely for ginger for which there is a domestic market.
Table 2: Scale of Herb Cultivation

	Type of Farming 
	Wild Crafting
	Back-Yard Farming
	Medium-Scale farming

	No. of Producers
	14
	28
	4


5.3 Production Distribution

These fifty-eight (58) herb producers were located\distributed within the five agricultural regions defined by the Ministry of Agriculture as provided in Figure 1 and Table 3.
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Figure 1. Herb Producer in Respective Regions
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	REGION
	NUMBER OF PRODUCERS

	North
	5

	West Central
	13

	East Central
	1

	Eastern
	16

	South West
	20


 Table 3: Herb Producer in Respective Regions

5.4 Land Ownership
Land ownership varied as provided in Table 4. However, on average, interested producers indicated a commitment to allocate twenty-nine acres of land for herb cultivation, with a minimum and maximum acreage of 0.5 acres and 300 acres, respectively.
Table 4 : Land Ownership (number of producers)

	Owner
	Family
	Rent
	Squatter

	29 
	7
	1
	18


 6.0 Conclusion\Discussion  

The Ecological and Production survey has shown above all that herb cultivation is widespread on the island of St. Lucia.  Herb cultivation has however, been for domestic or household use. These herbs are used primary for medicinal purposes and in food preparation.  

The absence of viable markets has been a major setback to expansion of herb production beyond household needs. However, with the implementation of the herb project, this trend is expected to change for the better. Producers have shown a keen interest in cultivating the targeted herbs. These producers will supply House of Eden with the desired herbs for processing into teas and beverages for sale both in the local and regional\international market.

With regard to the targeted herbs, they were the most frequently grown. Ginger was cultivated on a medium scale given the availability of both local and regional\international markets. Bay Leaf is a popular plant and grows in abundance in the wild. However, given the possibility of a stable market for this produce under the project, issues regarding the rate of depletion versus the rate of regeneration should be investigated. Basil is commonly used in food preparation and was also found to be cultivated by most producers identified. 
Issues regarding traceability with respect to herbs grown in the wild need to be considered. Given that most of the herbs have not been cultivated on a large scale, the availability of planting material is critical for expansion. A risk analysis for herb production on a medium to large scale should be conducted to implement the necessary contingency measures. 
 7.0 Future Activities
Following the preliminary assessments to establish the types and scale of herbs grown locally, detailed assessment for field\land history are being conducted on several farms and is ongoing to determine the readiness of producers expressing the desire to cultivation the respective herbs on a commercial basis. A summary of the assessments conducted thus far is provided in Table 5, indicating the types of herbs to be cultivated by interested producers.

Table 5: Summary of Field Assessment 

	HERB PRODUCER DATABASE

	FIRST NAME
	LAST NAME
	GINGER
	BASIL
	SERASEE
	LEMON GRASS
	PEPPERMINT
	SARSPARILLA
	BAY LEAF
	DILL

	Ulric
	Harris
	
	YES
	
	YES
	YES
	
	YES
	

	James
	Shingleton-Smith
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Rudolph
	St.Hill
	NO
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Winston
	Henery
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Anna
	Clercent
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO

	River Doree Holding
	
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Roots Farm
	
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Cynthia
	Jankie
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Burnet
	Sealy
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	CARDI
	
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Thomas
	Leon
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Patrick
	John
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Martinus
	Moncherry
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Asher
	Butcher
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES

	Bri-Property
	
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Casius 
	Elias
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Albert
	Mc Farlane
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Stephen
	Moncherry
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Fedrick
	Cox
	NO
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Gilbert
	Dolcy
	NO
	YES
	YES
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Micheal
	Ambrose Bideau
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Elias
	Amorsingh
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Terry
	Amorsingh 
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Feona
	Houry
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Antoine
	Biscette
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Paulina
	Ferdinand
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Kiseto
	George
	NO
	YES
	NO
	YES
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO

	John
	Henry
	NO
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	YES

	Bertha
	Ambrose
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO

	Paul
	Sammy
	NO
	YES
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO

	Feona
	Houry
	NO
	NO
	NO
	YES
	NO
	NO
	NO
	NO
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